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Searching Inquiry Into the
Texas's Defects Is

Probable,

Cummings to Demand an In¬
vestigation of the War

Ship's Construction.

Said to Be Worthless, Unable to Float,
and Likely to Fall to Pieces

When Docked.

MILLIONS LOST TO THE GOVERNMENT.

Secretaries of the Navy Who Watched Her
Built.Fears Expressed of a Terrible

Disaster if the Ship Ever
Gees to Sea.

By Alfred Henry Lewis.
"Washington, Dec. 8. Representative

Amos Cummings, of New York, is, I am

told, to offer a resolution of Inquiry at the

still others to ignorance, there Is a stub¬
born coterie »who talk of "reasons" for all
the black shortages of the Texas construc¬
tion. 'They hint of bribes, and, with a

shrug of. the shoulders, Intimate corrup¬
tion. By these the Texas is declared to be
a mere creature of jobs and jealousies; a

patchwork of prejudice, politics and pil¬
lage.
That she is a standing threat to all who

sail her and a dead loss lo the Government
of over $3,750,000 no one doubts. The
Texas is worthless; she cost $4,125,000; she
wouldn't wreck for $375,000, and there you
are at that end of the muddy account.
The Government quits behind $3,750,000,
while on some deep water day, whether far
or near, many honest sailor people are

doomed to go to the bottom with her. It
is no exaggeration to say that the certainty
exists that men are walking the earth to¬

day who are to sink when the Texas Sinks,
drown when the Texas drowns. She is the
merest trap for sailors which some shot or

some storm is to spring in the end.
Secretaries Who Wntehed Her Iluilt.
What of the Secretaries, the three chiefs

of the Navy? What was this trio in pro¬
cession doing during the last twelve years
that witnessed the making of the Texas?
The answers are not to the compliment of
the Secretaries. AVhltney patronized
Bowles and let him run on ills youthful
rope In the building of the Texas more

than was good for Bowles or safe for pub¬
lic Interest.
As for Tracy, say these talkers, he knew

the general aiul the detail plans of the
Texas to be wrong. But he was a Republi¬
can and the preceding Administration was

Democratic, and as Democrats had adopted
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that could not be Closed on account
or Bulkhead warping or twist inq

coming session of Congress and ask for a

committee to investigate the charges of
fraud, incompetence and neglect in the
planning, building and sinking of the bat¬
tle shfp Texas. This is good news. The
Texas Is the scandal of the naval hour.
There should be an investigation, by Con¬
gress If only to draw the teeth of slander.
At the Army and Navy Club, at Ihe Met¬

ropolitan, in theatre and cafe, throughout
the departments, all along our shore line,
even among our boats on foreign stations,
whenever two sailor folk Arid themselves
together, they discuss the- Texas. Crime
after crime Is charged In her building and
planning, and on this foundation of assert¬
ed venality "is piled a deck load of igno¬
rance on the part of those who had her
construction In hand; ."sought to ruin a na¬

tion itself, let alone sink arshlp.
Nor are thos great names handled with

delicacy or care. Whitney, Secretary of
the Navy when the Texas was planned and
begun; Tracy, who succeeded him; Her¬
bert, who performs as the head of our sea

power at this time, all come in for an hour
on the gridiron. Tilen Bojvles, who con¬

structed the ship, and Glass, who did some

things to her afterward, are batted about
the field of conversation as if they had
neither friends nor feeling.

"Reasons" for Misconstruction.
Either gross outrage is being done to all

these people, or they should be dealt with
nccording to their misdeeds. There would
Eeem to be no doubt of the ra$lconstructl6n
of the Texas; every one busy with the
scandal of her building agrees to that
But, while soroe chavge it to oversight, and

The Shaded Portion
Shows The Compartments
below the protective,
deck that were
Filled with

the plans Tracy carried them bitterly out,
preferring to sink the Texas with all on

board If only tht> disaster could afterwa r«l
be used against the Democracy by the
stump spouters of Republicanism.
Herbert; what of him? These marine

scandalmongers whisper when they talk of
Herbert. Herbert is In, and has still three
months of power. These matters now leap¬
ing from lip to lip in the way of muddy,
damaging accusations should have Investi¬
gation. The flashlight of Congressional in¬
quiry should be thrown along the history
of the Texas from the day her plans were

adopted and her keel laid to that recent
hour when she scuttled herself and filled
and sank at the Brooklyn dock.

Inquiry May Be Made.
I hear a rumor that* Amos Cummings is

Nathan Webb, the Oldest Pensioner.

to offer a resolution of Inquiry, secure a

committee and take the black business up.
This is well and as it should be. Cum-
mlngs has been on similar trials before.
And he has honesty and courage enough to
tell the truth as he finds it.
The story of the Texas, as set forth in

recent issues of the New York Journal, Is
being told and retold among officials here.
They tell how the Englishman Johns drew
the plans, lirst for Spain, and how Spain
rejected them. Since the snd day of the
Spanish Armada, Spain has known more
of bull lights than battle ships, but the
fact that she still had sense enough to re¬

ject the Texas shows that she retains the
rudiments, at least, of a former marine
Intelligence.
Turned down by Spain, Johns, incited by

one Chad wick, then American naval at¬
tache at the Court of St. James, redrew
the Toxas, put the deck and armament of
a battle ship on the hull of a cruiser.called
for 10,000 tons displacement, and nrranged
for 6,000.and offered them to the United
States. An "Intelligent" board accepted
these worthy plans nt a competitive ex-

animation, gave Johns $15,000, and then
gave him a shadow less than $7,000 more

to furnish details. Johns got out all right,
Spain got out all right, this country was

left to hold the bag. She's holding the
sack now.

Then Bowles built her and Glass equipped
her, and Whitney turned his back on her
to give himself a good time, and Tracy
sat by and saw things go wrong so as to
say the Democrats did it. As a structural
result the Texas's hull can't safely carry
the Texas's upper works and guns, and she

acceptance of her plans must be thoroughly
overhauled.
We are building more boats, and we don't

want another Texas.

STEEL IS DEFECTIVE.
Poor Material Going Into Battle Ships, It Is

Said, Owing to Incompetent
Inspectors.

Washington, Dec. 8..The Steel Board of
the navy is to be Investigated, together
with inspection methods prevailing in the
navy department generally, by a special
board, composed of Captain McCormick,
Chief Engineer J. A. B. Smith and Naval
Constructor Dashiell. The Board Is in¬
structed to ascertain the extent of the de¬
ficient plates which have been furnished
the builders of the Kearsarge and Ken¬
tucky by, it Is alleged, the Carnegie Steel
Company. The constructors in the Navy
Department who have seen preliminary re¬

ports from Newport News say that the in¬
ferior material may be in greater quanti¬
ties than has yet appeared from the rejec¬
tions.

It is feared, judging from the informa¬
tion so far recolved, that nctt only the ship
plates, but the steel frames may be found
below the requirements of the specifications
governing the inspection of steel. If this
discovery be made, It will necessitate the
rejection of material which is already in
place. At all events, Chief Constructor
Hichborn has given orders that no more
work be done on the battle ships Kentucky
and Kearsarge pending the result of the
inquiry by the McCormick Board.
The departmental authorities are curious
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Nathan Webb, the Oldest
Pensioner on Uncle Sam's

List, Passes Away.
He Carried Water for the Ameri¬

can Soldiers During the
War of 1812.

Assisted in the Capture of Jefferson
Davis at the Close of

the Civil War.

MAMMA, '00 WATE GRANDPA UP."

Little Raymond Hathaway's Playmate Gee,
No More Will He Sing "When Johnny

Comes Marching Home," and

Repeat It by Request.
Old Nathan Webb, the oldest survivor

of the civil war, the oldest pensioner on

the roils of Uncle Sain, and otie of the
men who assisted In the capture of Jef¬
ferson Da^is, died yesterday, aged 100
years, at the home of his daughter, Mrs.
Etta Downward, No. 104. West Sixty-third
street.
For the past three years, since his wife,

Mary, died at Big Flars, Steuben County,
aged ninety-six, Nathan Webb has lived
%vlth his daughter. *

Born In Delaware County a hundred years
ago, and raised in the country where every
man was a nelghoor, and every neighbor a

friend, he refused to accept the conditions
prevailing in the city.
The old man was temperate in his habits

and. at the same time, liked a social glass
of toddy that he mixed himself, of Jamaica
rum and water, and a lump of sugar. Be¬
hind a glass, seated in the house of one
of the neighbors In the "tavern" on the
corner, as he called the liquor store, he
would become reminiscent and tell of his
life. When a young militiaman from the
Twelfth Regiment Armory would chance
to call in at the "tavern," the sight of the
uniform would call up memories, and the
eld man would tell stories to the young
fellows, as he called the gray-headed old
men who loved to listen to hlni. Ht«
would tell of the War of 1812; how he car¬
ried water to the soldiers, and toward the
latter part of It became old enough to take
n shot himself. He would go back to the
time he saw Winfleld Scott, at Lundy's
Lane, and repeat the orders passed along
the line the clay of the tight.
When the subject of the late war was

broached he was modest and refused to
talk until drawn out, and would then tell
of the call for volunteers by Lincoln; how.
at' sixty-four years, he had enlisted In the
first regiment raised In New York.
The capture of Davis, in which he as¬

sisted, and which he never forgot, was
told over and over again. Between put¬
ting in his time living over the past and
taking his walks, his only other source oi"
amusement was his great-grandchildren.
Of one of these. Raymond Hathaway, he

was very fond. Raymond is a little blue-
eyed, yellow-headed two-year-old, whose
delight it was to climb on the old man's
knees and stick his chubby hands into the
beard of grandpa while the old soldier
would sing him "When Johnny Comes
Marching Home," and then sing it over
again by request.
On his birthday last Thursday, he had

agreed to stand treat for some of his
friends," but wasn't able to get out of the
house. Sunday he was quite feeble, but

Between eng'ine rooms
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DEFECTS IN THE BATTLE SHIP TEXAS.
The drawings show the structural weakness in the big- American warship. The many defects of the ship

are believed to render her unseaworthy.

has dumbly testified to It herself by peace¬
fully sinking on two occasions.

'1 lie Armor Too Lljflit.
They say the armor is light, albeit the

bills therefor, which the Government paid,
were just as heavy ae the specifications
called for. They say her bulkheads are

apier mache and her water-tight compart¬
ments a fake. They say a one-pounder
can sink the Texas with a shot anywhere
along the whole length of her water line.
They say that you can't leave the Texas
in the water for fear she'll sink, and can't
dry dock her for fear she'll fall to pieces.
Heaven knows what they don't say that's
bad and black and evil of the Texas and
the men who planned her and put her to¬
gether. And then, having cuffed Bowles
and Whirney, and pinned hard names on

them and Intimated hard things besides,
these talkers of the Texas cuff Glass. In
fitting her out, they say he cut doors in her
bulkheads and so made her sinking sure,
where before it was only probable.
They say Glass put things on deck that

should have gone below.pumps, for In¬
stance; put things below that should have
been on deck; brought things aboard that
should have been left ashore, and left
things ashore he should have brought
aboard.
Taking it by and large, this story of the

Texas, now running about like a gartc^-
snake, is the worst yarn of rottenness and
Incompetence and duty-shliktng that has
been told in Washington for years. For
the credit of the navy as well as for public
good, it must be investigated. For the
fair fame of Whitney, Tracy. Herbert,
Bowles and Glass, to say nothing of those
outfits which furnished material and sup¬
plies, the building of the Texas and the

to know how so much material could be
shipped from the Pennsylvania foundries
without having its inferiority demonstrat¬
ed. There are various unofficial explana¬
tions, among them that the specifications
themselves are not c!early worded. The
more probable reason advanced for the cir¬
cumstance is that Incompetent inspectors
have passed upon material which they were

not expert enough to judge.
Chief Constructor Hlchborn, when ques¬

tioned concerning the probable outcome of
the proposed investigation, said:
"Everything must depend upon the discov¬

eries made at Newport News. The Board
w..l be diligent in its inquiry and will
not be hampered by connection with the
system involved. All of the officers are
qualified to make the inquiry. At present,
1 have no means of knowing the extent of
the material which should have been re¬
jected because inferior, but if It be as ex¬
tensive as to Include plates already in
position and the verv frames of the ship,
the affair would be a very serious one."
The Carnegie Company will have an agent

at Newport News to-morrow. The company
has an arrangement with- the Newport
News Company for furnishing the hull and
boiler plates and frame of the two battle
ships. One of the departmental experts
said he understood the firm had taken the
order from the Southern builders at about
one-half what was estimated would be the
cost of material made according to speci¬
fications.

Bowled Over Two Bicyclists.
Frank Courtney, twenty-eight years, of No. 355

Ninth avenua, a driver in the employ of Fur¬
niture Dealer 'John Early, of No. 417 Eighth ave¬

nue, was arraigned in Yorkvllle Court yesterday
morning on a charge of reckless dr'vtng. I'olloe-
mon Fullerton told Magistrate Crane that Court¬
ney was driving his heavy wagon attached to a
team on Eighth avenue Monday night and
lashed his horses into a run. At Twenty-eighth
street Courtney bowled over two bicyclists, and
the policeman had to fight with Courtney before
he eould anest Win. Magistrate Craue fined

I Courtney $10,

Monday went out. Yesterday morning he
said he was feeling badly, and when his
daughter sent tor c doctor he said:
"No use of a doctor, fitta. I'm a-golng.

Going to meet Mary and the rest. It's
God's harvest time and It seems like as

though I could almost see 'em awaitln'
for me."
The body of the old man will be burled

to-morrow". At present it Is In the little
hall room off the kitchen awaiting the Cor¬
oner and the undertaker. Little Raymond
doesn't understand. When the family do
not watch him he goes Into the room and
tries to creep upon the bed. When told
that grandpa won't sing when "Johnny
Comes Marching Home" any more his big
blue eyes look out in wonder and he says,
"Mamma, 'oo wate grandpa up."
Mr. Webb leaves four children, Edwin

Wtllard Webb, a farmer In the Indian Ter¬
ritory: Calvin Webb, a farmer In Minnesota;
Mrs. Harriet Quackenbush. of iHayton.Ohlo.
and Mrs. Downward, with w \ 111 he lived,
lie has thirteen grandchildren and a num¬
ber of great-grandchildren, the majority of
whom live in Steuben and Chemung coun¬
ties.
Mr. Webb's father lived to be 107 years

o'.d.

CHEAPENED TROLLEY RIDE.

Costs but Five Cents Now to Go frcm
Westchester to the Harlem

A five-cent fare from Westchester to
Harlem was inaugurated yesterday and
there is great rejoicing in Westchester.
Ever since the trolley road was built In

Westchester the villagers have been work¬
ing for a single fare, instead of having to
pay a second fare at West Farms. A
change of cars Is still necessary there, but
by a roundabout route it Is now possible
to reach One Hundred and Twenty-ninth
street for live cents. A trolley line now
runs across One Hundred and Seventy-
seventh street (Tremont avenue) from West
Farms to Tremont.. The Westchester Vil¬
lage <fc Unlonport Line gives transfers to
the Tremont avenue crosstown line and this
line in turn transfers to the Third avenue
line, which runs to Harlem.

HE FAVORS MORE BANKS.

Comptroller Eckels Makes Suggestions for
the Establishment of Branch Institutions

in Small Country Villages.
Washington, Dec. 8..Hon. James II.

Eckels, Comptroller of the Currency, has
considerable to say In his annual report
about financial stringency and congestion,
and he makes many remedial suggestions.
Amendments to the national bank act look¬
ing to giving relief are proposed by the
Comptroller as follows:
That in places having a population of

less than 2,000 inhabitants national banks
shall be permitted, to be organized with a

capital stock of not less than $25,000 and
with a corresponding reduction in the
amount of bonds required to be deposited
with the treasurer of the United States.
That national banks be permitted to es¬

tablish branch banks in towns and villages
where no national bank is established and
where the population does not exceed one
thousand inhabitants. That the semi-an¬
nual tax on circulation be reduced to one-
fourth of one per cent and that the issua
of circulating notes to the par value of the
bonds deposited be permitted.
The monetary difficulties of the Treasury,

the report says, affect a very large elass
of people and embarrass the administration
of the affairs of the Treasury Department,
and can no longer without entailing
still greater loss and more wide¬
spread disaster. They are not due to re¬
cent or passing conditions, but are inherent
in the financial policy which has been built
up In the United States.
The Comptroller makes a plea for en¬

larging the powers of the Treasury to that
of banks of deposit, and asks for legisla- I
tion by Congress having in view the grad¬
ual payment and cancellation of the credit
currency now maintained by the Govern,
meut. The conclusion drawn from the
yearly returns is that 67.4 per cent of the
retail trade of the country is transacted
by credit paper, 95.3 per cent of the whole¬
sale trade Is so carried on and that 02.5
per cent of all business is conducted in a
like manner.

HE TORTURED A RAT.
Grissler Arrested After Telling Superintendent

Hankinson of the Bergh Society
What He Had Done.

Louis Grissler, a blacksmith, at Xo. 9i>
Mangln street, captured a large rat in his
shop yesterday, and started to have fun
with it. First he hoved a small sharp
stick at it between the bars of the trap,
and when the frantic little beast bit bis
finger, he decided to torture it.
Holding the rat firmly with a piece of

wood, he covered it with grease. Then he
applied a lighted match to the rat, and
flung the blazing, writhing animal into the
street.
A citizen who witnessed the cruel act

notified Superintendent Harkinson, of the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, and the latter called on the black¬
smith. Grissler laughed as he told of the
death agonies of the rat, and said that was
the popular method of getting rid of rats
in Kussia. When he finished his story
Hankinson arrested him.
In Essex Market Court Gris.vler was held

In $100 bqnds for trial in Special Sessions.

Sew Police Station to Open.
Chief Conlin has decided to open the new po¬

lice station at Alexander avenue and One Hun¬
dred and Thirty-eighth street on or about De¬
cember 1,5. The new precinct will probably be
called the Thirty-seventh. Serjeant Brennan
will be placed in command. lie will have under
him four sergeants, four roundsmen and one
hundred and two patrolmen. The Chief is also
contemplating changes in the mounted squads in
the uptown districts.

|
Xew Yorkers Iluy Coal Lands.

Baltimore, Dec.'8..The 25,000 .acres of cool
and timber laqd in Fayette County, W. Ya.,
recently sold by Baltimoreans. were bought by
Abram S. Hewitt and George Bliss, of New
v'"-k Citv. and Mr. Page, of West Virginia, for
$15 an acre. The transaction aggregates about
fc.-w5.ovO." Uh'e purchasers will build a railroad
and develop the coal and timber on the property.
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COWPEflTHWAIT,
r\ Stores together
J on Park Row,
Just below Chatham Sq. "I" Station.

Furniture,
Carpets, Etc.

Chiffoniers $5.50
Dressers 9.00
Hassocks Covered in Brussels

Carpet 25
Covered in Wilton, Vel¬

vet or Axminster 50
Ladies' Desks, from 3.75
Sideboards, from 8.50
Sewing Machines 25.00

Everything for Housekeeping
$l weekly on $65 worth.

$6 monthly on $100 worth.
$50 monthly cn $1,000 worth.

Any amount on

as Liberal Term?.
Send for Toy Paper Furniture.FREE.

| DIRECTLY OPPOSITE EHRICH'S. J
1 SPECIAL. 1
| FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 8
0 Painless Tooth Filling. |
. Pure Gold t ""vit? .

| Fillings, * $2.00 |
1 1. I

| J DENIAL BSS'i I
8$ 366 6111 N. Y. |

® Cleaning Teeth,
® ^ 5°c* ®

®&M// V 3et. 22d & 23d sts. 2
5 DR J. MAl'DE RANKIN.
® Lady Graduate Philadelphia Dental Col-

A lege. C?
. SETS OF TEETH. WORTH $10. FOR A

$5.00.
5 BEST GFM, WORTH $15. FOR .V7.00. S
© POSITIVELY PAINLESS EXTRACTING. ®
© ALL WORK GUARANTEED 5 YEARS. .

Wanted.An Idea '.WW
to patent ? Protect

your ideas; they niny bring you wealth Write
JOHN WEDDftRBURN & CO.. Dept. F.I. Patent
Attorneys, Washington. D.C.. fortheirjl.800 prize

goffer and new list of 1,000 inventions wanted.

li. ion, o Dip® Victim, cared

NOW EATS ANYTHING.
Nothing; to Pay for Advice.Xotliinj
to Pay for Examination.Nothing

to Pay for Trial Treatment.

What Prof. Munyon's system of Improved
Homeopathy has done for others It can do
for you.

-U. v. Larkin, Xo. 109 Adelphl street.
Brooklyn. N. Y., says: "Dyspepsia and Ita
complications was one of my afflictions for
a long time, everything 1 ate gave me
great distress and palih I became nervous
and generally run down in health. Skilled
treatment by the best physicians did not
help me. A friend recommended Munyon'iKeinedies, and I began using the DyspepsiaCure. Relief was almost immediate, as mysuffering was greatly diminished after a
few doses. In a short time 1 found that all
my stomach trouble had disappeared, and
now I am completely restored to health. I
cannot praise Munyon's Remedies too
high."
MUNYON'S OFFICE, 7 EAST 14TII ST.
Open daily until 6 p. m.: Tuesday and Fri¬

day to 8 P. M. Sunday, 9 to 11 a.'m.
Munyon's Rheumatism Cure seldom fails

to relieve in one to three hours, and cures
in a few days. Price, 25 cents.
.Munyon's Dyspepsia Cure positively cures

all forms of indigestion and stomach trou¬
ble. Price. 23 cents.
Munyon's Cold Cure prevents pneumonia

and breaks up a cold in a few hours. Price,27) cents.
Separate' remedies for each disease. At

all druggists, mostly 25 cents a vial.
Eminent doctors vat your service, free.
If you have Catarrh or any Throat or

Lung Complaint, call and receive a free
trial local treatment. We positively cure
Catarrh.

Treatment hy Mail.
Write Prof. Munyon for ndricc,

which is ABSOLUTELY FREE. The
moKt obstinate cases sn«. cessfnlly
treated in strictest confidence.
"Cinide to Health'' FREE.

It's a haPd blow to other tailors,
when they value our $18.00 over¬
coats at $40.00.
Our English cheviots and wors¬

ted suits at $16.00 are equally as

good value. Tuxedo and full dress
suits, made from English drapes,
silk-lined throughout, to order.
$30.00. Inverness overcoats, silk
lined, $20.00.
Money back or a year's guaran¬

tee is the protection we give.
For Xmas.We can give a per¬

fect fit from old clothes or from
measurements taken by us for the
past 18 years.
Send address. Samples. Fashion Review, and

Measuring Guide mailed free.

ARNHEIM,
Broadway & 9th St.

TEETH
EXTRACTED
WITHOUT PAIN
I.n r~ r~ BY THE USE OF "MFTH-
h t-< r- r. yl," our famous
I I 1 Li L. LOCAL ANAES¬
THETIC, slmplr applied to the giuns. All deDtal
operations abkiiutely without pain. "Methyl" is
not a poisonous drug, like cocaine, which is
used by unscrupulous dentists, with disastrous
results to the system. "Methyl" doesn't lea^e
sore mouths or any after effects. Only office ia
New York using this method.

BEST ETH,

$8Sot!
The large number we make enables us to sup¬

ply a full set of teeth the same quality as thon«
for which other dentists charge from Iflfi to
£143 a set, and keep them in repair for Ave
years.
TEETH WITHOUT PLATES inserted without

pain at one-half the usual cost. Gold. silver atnl
t anient fillings inserted without pain at very
moderate charges.

METHYLDENTALCO.
SO AND 32 EAST 14TH ST., BETWEEN BROAD¬

WAY AND FIFTH AVE.
ONE FLIGHT UP. ELEVATOR.

Hours: 8 a. m. to 6 p. m. Sundays, 10 to 2.

LAMPS
THE NEW

ROCHESTER.
STANDARD OF

THE WORLD.
3,<100 VARIETIES

LAMPS m HEATERS.
No smoke. No odor.

No risk in lighting.
No risk In filling.

The lamp shown,solid
cast metal, cold finish,
centre in red. Nile or
pink, with beautifully
decorated globe. 0 inches
in diameter; height to
top of chimney, 2h inches

Price, $4.75.
Delivered free in Great¬

er New York.

THE ROCHESTER
LAMP CO.,

New f\ocH£s^j 42 Park Placs
___ lrtc. and 37 Barclay St.,875-105 2114 NEW YORK.

QPIUM and Whiskey Ilsblts cured
at home without pain of
reaction. Book of particu¬
lars sent FRISK. B M.
WOOLLEY. M. D.. At¬

lanta. Ga. Office 104*4 Whitehall St.


